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MIM VIRTUAL ARTIST RESIDENCY 
Educator Guide: Kawambe-Omowale 
African Drum and Dance Theatre

BEFORE

The Audience Guide provides context for what 
the students will see in the performance, such 
as the instruments and costumes. The Google 
Map situates students in the world. Learners 
can click on countries within the map to learn 
where instruments and pieces come from 
before seeing the performance.

DURING

An Elementary Activity Sheet and a Middle 
School / High School Activity Sheet are 
available for your students to follow along with 
during the performance and geographically 
ground themselves with the content presented.

AFTER

After the performance, using a KWL (Know, 
Wonder, Learn) form, students can author 
questions in order to participate in a live 
Q&A with the artists (see below). There are 
also curricular materials to craft and build 
talking drums out of materials found in 
homes or classrooms.

Materials Included
Join Kawambe-Omowale African Drum and Dance 
Theatre for MIM’s virtual Artist Residency Program, 
available the week of September 8 to December 4, 2020. 
Educators and students can participate in engaged and 
attentive listening, interpret cultural meaning, and interact 
with culture bearers in order to situate themselves in the 
global environment and foster appreciation of the world’s 
diverse cultures.

MIM’s education team has developed pre- and post-visit 
materials in conjunction with the performing artist to help 
facilitate learning beyond MIM’s virtual stage.

Live Q&A
Select members of Kawambe-Omowale will participate in an 
optional live Q&A session with students and teachers, facilitated 
by MIM’s education team. Students and teachers will have a 
chance to pose questions, ask for clarification, and further extend 
the learning by hearing from culture bearers themselves.

Thursday, October 29  |  1 p.m. or 
Friday, November 20  |  10 a.m. (AZ standard time)

Each session will be approximately 30 minutes. Questions are 
limited and will be chosen on a first-come, first-served basis at the 
discretion of the moderator. Please submit questions for the artist 
to education@MIM.org at least two days in advance and include 
the session your students will attend.
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ARIZONA STATE STANDARDS

K–5

K.G1.1, K.G1.2, K.H1.1, 1.SP2.1, 1.G1.1, 2.G1.1, 4.G3.1, 
4.H3.1, 5.G4.1; K.RI.1, K.SL.2, 1.RI.1, 1.SL.2, 2.RI.1, 2.SL.2, 
3.RI.1, 3.SL.2, 3.SL.3, 4.RI.3, 4.RI.4, 5.RI.4, 5.RI.7

6–12

6.G1.1, 6.G3.1, 6.H2.1, 7.G1.1, 7.G1.2, 7.H1.1, 8.G1.1, 8.G2.2, 
HS.G1.1, HS.G1.2, HS.G3.1; 6.RI.4, 6.RI.7, 7.RI.3, 8.RI.4, 
8.SL.2, 9-10.RI.4, 11-12.RI.4, 11-12.SL.4 

MIM’s Artist Residency Program incorporates 
elements of World Music Pedagogy to bring 
students engaging and dynamic performance 
experiences. Students participate in attentive, 
engaged, and enactive listening to create and 
integrate world music and develop a greater 
cultural understanding. The activity sheets 
align with Arizona State Standards and national 
Common Core Standards by finding intersections 
of ELA Speaking & Listening, Informational Text, 
and Social Studies strands with engagement 
prompts. Music strands are embedded throughout.

STANDARDS ADDRESSED

http://Mim.org
https://www.facebook.com/mimphx
https://twitter.com/mimphx
https://www.instagram.com/mimphx/
https://www.youtube.com/user/MIMphx


@MIMphx

MIM.org         |     480.478.6000  |  4725 E. Mayo Blvd., Phoenix, AZ

K–5 ACTIVITY SHEET ANSWERS

How many drums are played during 
the performance of “Kuku”? 4

When is “Kuku” usually performed? 
Many occasions; to celebrate 
successful harvests or when women 
returned to villages after fishing

What animal are the dancers trying 
to depict with their dances? Bird

What does Bala Kulandjan mean? 
Long-legged bird of the sea

How many different 
sounds are made on the 
djembe drums? 3

What does Bamaya mean?  
The valley has become cool 
and everything is wet

Name some accessories the 
dancers wear while dancing. 
Pompom belts, ankle rattles, 
fan, arm sash, head wrap

Which drum used in “Bamaya” is used to 
communicate messages? 
Talking drum

What two instruments are used in 
“Makuta”? 
Conga and bell

What are some differences in the clothing 
the dancers wear for “Makuta” compared to 
the other pieces? 
Bandanas, fuller skirt, lots of white/blue, etc.

6–12 ACTIVITY SHEET ANSWERS

“Kuku” comes from the forest region of Guinea.

“Kuku” is performed on many occasions, one of which is when 
women returned after fishing. What is an object traditionally 
used in this dance? A fishing net

How is a djembe different from a dunun?  
Djembe is a single-headed goblet shaped drum. There are 
three sounds played on a djembe. Dununs come in many 
different shapes and sizes. Dununs are double-headed 
cylindrical drums.

What is batik? 
A special fabric that is made through a process of applying 
hot, dye-resistant wax in interesting patterns to cloth. When 
the fabric is dyed, the decorative wax portions remain their 
original color.

Name 2 countries or regions batik has roots in. 
Japan, Egypt, China, Southeast Asia (Indonesia), West Africa

How many different parts are played in total during 
“Bala Kulandjan”? 
5 parts total: 3 dunun / bell parts and 2 djembe parts

What is the story behind “Bamaya”? 
Bamaya is a story about a drought and the long journey to a 
new valley where the people danced to ask the gods for rain.

What is the difference between a brekete and a 
talking drum? 
The brekete is a double-headed drum with a cord 
stretched across the top that makes a buzzing sound 
when played. The talking drum is played under the 
arm and the player can adjust the pitch of the drum 
by applying pressure to the strings. The talking drum 
is used to communicate messages.

Why are both the brekete and the talking drum played 
with curved mallets?  
It is easier to strike the drums while carrying them, 
so that drummers can make music while they’re on 
the move.

How is diaspora defined in the video?  
A diaspora is any dispersion of people away from 
their original homeland.

Fill in the blank: 
When people move, music moves! 

Why is the conga drum used in the performance 
of “Makuta”? 
The conga drum is similar to drums that originated 
in, or came from, Africa.
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